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ABSTRACT

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is committed to restoring the global recognition of the Indian Knowledge
Tradition. Since ancient times, the Indian Knowledge Tradition has served as a source of guidance and wisdom for the
world. The foundation of India’s recognition as Vishwaguru (a global teacher) lies in its rich intellectual and spiritual
heritage. The sages, seers, and teachers of India have continually illuminated not only the Indian subcontinent but also
the wider world with the light of knowledge.

The fundamental elements of Indian folk traditions and culture make the Indian Knowledge Tradition distinctive at the
global level. The Indian socio-cultural structure comprises diverse cultures that are interwoven like pearls in a garland.
Despite their distinct social and cultural characteristics within a unique geographical framework, these diverse cultures
not only enhance the richness of Indian society but also contribute significantly to the development of the Indian
Knowledge Tradition.

One such distinctive folk culture is that of the Musahar community. The Musahar community possesses a unique way
of life and cultural identity that distinguishes it from other social groups. The community primarily resides in the Terai
regions of Nepal and India. Its socio-educational condition has improved considerably since independence. According
to the available census figures, the literacy rate of the Musahar community was only 2% in 1961, which increased to
approximately 22% by the 2011 Census. However, compared with other communities, the Musahar community
continues to remain educationally and socio-economically disadvantaged and occupies a marginalized position within
mainstream society.

This research paper examines the way of life, distinctive worldview, cultural practices, and indigenous knowledge
traditions of the Musahar community. It also analyses their knowledge systems, life-skills development, and the
prevailing status of their social and educational inclusion. The study highlights the importance of recognizing
marginalized community knowledge within the broader framework of the Indian Knowledge Tradition and emphasizes
the need for inclusive educational approaches that value cultural diversity, indigenous knowledge, and community-
based learning.

Keywords: Indian Knowledge Tradition, Musahar Culture, Marginalised Life, Social Inclusion, Educational
Development, Indigenous Knowledge, Life Skills, Inclusive Education.
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Fid: HRA B S0 (@ 1961-2011) & U Bt Jergar @ el gry Wi

Iudad -2 & 3o J WY g {6 ¥ 1961 &1 SAUMAT
F 3IER THeX T P! $d -G 1108649 T 4T
UHR a¥ 1971 H GIeR GG P SHIRAT 1285624, Y
1981% 1534912, a4 1991 H 1876502, T 2001 H 2384394
U1 % 2011 H 3057396 §1 SH 1961-71 & T TUER
e &I 3MaTet § 176975 1 gia §s, Sl THTH
15.96% & | S UHR = 1971-81 & Hed TG SATaTd) §
249288 (TRTHT 19.39%) DI i, TP 1981-91 H 341590
(@THT 22.26%) B! g, G@ 1991-2001 H 507892
(@THT  27.07%) @1 dfq YT GRH 2001-11 H 673002
(@M 28.23%) B Gl &of ® T3 ST TR fA-3 &
TR TYEA 3R YR B GRS 1T - 3G &R b ol
S gdl gl HRA P! ad0H DY T8e e
(17.7%) B! a1 H GHER TG BT IaHH GRS (2001-
11) ST 3 &R (28.23%) B

IR TG &1 Aféd JTHERM (1961-2011 9):
HER THEN B i HIERAT &R &Rl 9gd HH (22%)
BN B U T AUl BRU I Ui JHIARH P

ot 7T B 1 YRA BT SIS & 77 9 91 o JHeR WHeH™
H1 SfTaies fRen & YA 9gd HH 8| GUER IS &
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AP 1: IR TS BT Aféfeh THATH (1961-2011 TH)

Y - SRTOET 99 i T i i al i Tl (%)
R Y (% H) AfgeT (% ) T2 (% H) Afga (% )
1961 96.41 99.41 93.77 98.74 97.86
1971 97.12 99.80 91.11 99.37 98.33
1981 96.13 99.70 90.64 98.62 97.77
1991 94.07 99.12 83.81 93.98 94.07
FReR 2001 89.18 96.86 84.90 93.75 92.78
2011 73.56 82.99 74.52 83.11 78.14
1961 3.24 0.58 523 0.98 1.94
1971 1.66 0.13 3.95 0.44 0.95
frm P RS 1981 2.31 0.25 4.03 0.80 133
&R 1991 2.00 0.45 3.71 2.29 2.00
2001 137 0.80 1.62 0.90 1.10
1961 0.33 0.02 0.90 0.23 0.18
1971 1.10 0.07 3.50 0.19 0.64
TS or ST 1981 1.29 0.05 3.91 0.48 0.73
AR 1991 1.83 0.24 4.00 1.56 1.83
2001 8.67 2.27 11.50 4.95 5.66
1961 0.03 NA 0.10 0.05 0.02
1971 0.11 NA 1.14 NA 0.07
AfeTgewE g™ 1981 0.26 NA 1.27 0.09 0.15
b= 1991 2.00 0.17 7.63 2.02 2.00
2001 0.68 0.06 1.58 0.35 0.40
1961 NA NA 0.01 NA NA
IqTe 1971 NA NA 0.30 NA 0.01
gs 1981 0.01 NA 0.15 0.01 0.01
Qaq 1991 0.10 0.02 0.85 0.16 0.10
2001 0.09 0.01 0.41 0.06 0.06
wia: Rig016)

I dlfeieT-2 & S o Wy | fob af 1961 H wimdior
SR YV 96.41% YT HHER HGAT 99.41% FRIEGR of,
e e TRV 93.77% 3R e TUeR ARl 98.74%
RIeR &, o AR 1961 & 97.86% THER FRIER o
T UBR a¥ 1971 H UM IR GBY 97.12%, ATHIOT
HIER Hige 99.80 %, T HAG YW 91.11%, TE_I
TYER AT 99.37 % AU A 98.33 % TR FRIeR ¥ a8
1981 o ITHIT GUeR YN 96.13%, U0 THex Afgan
99.70%, TGN TUEX GBY 90.64%, TGl JugR HAfgal
98.62% TUT Hdl 97.7% HHeR fARI&R &1 a9 1991 & refior
TIEX 3N 94.07%, JTHIUT THeR ARRAT 99.12%, g
HHEX I3V 83.81%, Wl YUY Higall 93.98% TUT Bl
94.07 % HueR FRIeR 41 9% 2001 H Iior gUeR g9
89.8%, UMHIUI AfGEl TUER 96.86%, gl TG J3N
84.90%, XEX! TUER ARHT 93.75% TUT F 92.78% TG
er A1 af 2011 & dior gUER GIW 73.56%, ATHON
R AR 82.99 %, WG HIGR YBY 74.52%, VeI
TYER AR 83.11% TUT Bl 78.14% JuER FReR A1 1961
Y ABR 2001 IF &b FTIR IR T & IJuasyl A
3T} (dTfoTepT-1) BT fadiih] b= I I W Wy g f fomm

foreht Qs TR & avf 1961 T FHad 1.94% TR WER 9,
Sfd 2001 H TEHR 1.10% B T 7 | I UHR WSHRT 3R
IR % d@ P Ugls B aid JUeR! b Ol &
3MTYR TR T S 1 98 1961 H ITeh! WA had 0.8% T;
S 2001 H TGHR 5.6% b Ugd UTS g1 3 TbR SR
T3] qP DI FRIET TG Hr aTell TUER TS 8 1961
o TEH 0.02% t; S af 2001 & TGP 0.40% b U B
gfe g1 USUIH T IUD SHUR DI HET3M BT a1 B ol a9
1961 § T it TUER UYUC ol UT| IYUC AT ITD HW
% 1 UGTS bR alel HHEX Y 1971 H 0.01% H §gehR a9
2001 T 0.06% % Ugd UM & | 3o fazayur ¥ @y ¢ f&
TIeR YYS IdHH T T T 22% & TeR g1 a9
2001 d% USRI U9 9 R | 5.66%, BAR Jdba<t H
0.40 TUT IURIM TT ITF SR Hewl 0.06% THeR &l e
TEU1 IR UM ©| GUeR UHGH &1 Qféd JHaRH IRid
SR T Had 5.66% AP 51 U 5| 3P YR W T§
HET S Tohdl § b e MEIS] b1 Aféres TR 9gd
HY (CRTHT -109) BT Ul | 3ich: THeR Y9e™ & Qe
THGRH B 9¢H & oIt TWBR 3R IR TRBRY T3
TiRagde i Tar A Bt ST 5, s T THTS
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