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Abstract Manuscript Information 

 

Commerce education plays a crucial role in developing students’ understanding of economic 

systems, business practices, and financial decision-making. The effectiveness of commerce 

teaching largely depends on the pedagogical competence of teachers, particularly pupil 

teachers who are being prepared through teacher education programs. This paper examines 

pedagogical approaches that support the preparation of pupil teachers for effective classroom 

practice in commerce education. The study synthesises existing literature related to subject-

specific pedagogy, learner-centred teaching, experiential learning, integration of technology, 

and reflective teaching practices. Through a review of relevant theoretical and empirical 

studies, the paper highlights that effective commerce teaching requires a balanced integration 

of conceptual understanding, practical learning experiences, interactive teaching methods, and 

digital resources. The thematic analysis further indicates that teacher education programs must 

emphasise activity-based learning, case studies, simulations, collaborative learning, and the use 

of ICT to enhance students’ engagement and comprehension of commerce concepts. 

Additionally, reflective practice and teaching internships play a vital role in strengthening the 

professional competence of pupil teachers. The paper concludes that preparing pupil teachers 

with innovative pedagogical strategies and practical teaching experiences is essential for 

creating meaningful and effective commerce classrooms that promote critical thinking, 

financial literacy, and real-world application of knowledge among students. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Commerce education plays a vital role in preparing students to 

understand economic systems, business operations, financial 

management, and entrepreneurial practices. In a rapidly 

changing global economy, knowledge of commerce-related 

subjects such as accounting, business studies, and economics 

has become essential for students to develop financial literacy 

and informed decision-making skills. Schools therefore, have 

the responsibility to provide meaningful commerce education 

that not only conveys theoretical knowledge but also enables 

students to apply economic principles in real-life contexts. The 

effectiveness of commerce education largely depends on the 

pedagogical competence of teachers who facilitate learning and 

guide students in understanding complex business concepts. 

Teacher education programs, particularly Bachelor of 

Education (B.Ed.) courses, are designed to prepare pupil 

teachers with the necessary knowledge, skills, and professional 

attitudes required for effective classroom practice. The 

pedagogy of commerce focuses on developing appropriate 

teaching methods and strategies that help teachers communicate 
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subject matter in an engaging and comprehensible manner. As 

John Dewey famously stated, “If we teach today’s students as 

we taught yesterday’s, we rob them of tomorrow.” This 

statement highlights the need for innovative and learner-

centered pedagogical approaches that go beyond traditional 

lecture-based instruction. 

Traditionally, commerce teaching in schools relied heavily on 

teacher-centered approaches, where information was 

transmitted through lectures and students were expected to 

memorize theoretical concepts. However, contemporary 

educational perspectives emphasize the importance of 

interactive and student-centered learning environments. Modern 

pedagogical approaches encourage teachers to adopt methods 

such as case studies, group discussions, problem-solving 

activities, project-based learning, and business simulations. 

These strategies allow students to actively engage with 

commerce concepts, analyze real-world business situations, and 

develop critical thinking and decision-making abilities. 

Another important dimension of commerce pedagogy is the 

integration of practical experiences and real-life applications. 

Commerce subjects are closely connected with everyday 

economic activities, and therefore teaching methods should help 

students relate theoretical concepts to practical situations. 

Activities such as market surveys, mock business exercises, 

role-playing, and field visits can enhance students’ 

understanding of business practices and financial processes. As 

Albert Einstein once remarked, “Education is not the learning  

of facts, but the training of the mind to think.” This perspective 

reinforces the importance of teaching approaches that 

encourage inquiry, analysis, and application rather than mere 

memorization. 

The integration of information and communication technology 

(ICT) has further transformed teaching–learning practices in 

commerce education. Digital tools, multimedia presentations, 

online financial platforms, and interactive learning resources 

enable teachers to present complex economic data and business 

processes in more engaging ways. The use of technology also 

helps teachers provide updated information about market 

trends, global economic developments, and financial systems. 

Therefore, preparing pupil teachers to effectively integrate 

technology into their teaching practices has become an 

important component of contemporary teacher education 

programs. 

In addition to pedagogical knowledge and technological skills, 

the professional preparation of pupil teachers also involves 

developing reflective teaching practices. Reflective practice 

encourages teacher trainees to analyze their teaching strategies, 

assess classroom interactions, and continuously improve their 

instructional methods. Activities such as micro-teaching, peer 

observation, and teaching practice provide valuable 

opportunities for pupil teachers to gain practical experience and 

refine their teaching competencies. 

 

REVIEWS RELATED LITERATURE 

 
Author(s) & Year Methodology Key Findings 

Shulman (1986) 
Conceptual/Theoretical 

analysis 

Introduced the concept of Pedagogical Content Knowledge (PCK), emphasizing the 

integration of subject knowledge and pedagogy for effective teaching. 

Grossman (1990) 
Qualitative study of 

teacher preparation 

Highlighted that teacher education programs must integrate subject matter knowledge with 

pedagogical strategies for effective classroom instruction. 

Darling-Hammond 

(2000) 

Policy analysis and 

empirical review 

Found that well-prepared teachers with pedagogical training significantly improve student 

learning outcomes. 

Mishra & Koehler 

(2006) 

Theoretical framework 

development 

Proposed the TPACK model, highlighting the integration of technology, pedagogy, and 

content knowledge in teaching. 

Hattie (2009) 
Meta-analysis of 800+ 

studies 

Demonstrated that effective teaching strategies and feedback significantly influence student 

achievement. 

Biggs & Tang 

(2011) 

Conceptual and 

instructional design 
analysis 

Developed constructive alignment, emphasizing alignment between learning outcomes, 

teaching strategies, and assessment. 

Prince (2004) 
Literature review on 

active learning 

Concluded that active learning strategies improve conceptual understanding and engagement 

in classrooms. 

Kolb (1984) 
Experiential learning 

theory 

Highlighted that learning through experience and reflection enhances understanding of real-

world economic and business concepts. 

Lunenburg (2011) Conceptual review Emphasized the importance of learner-centered pedagogy in modern teaching practices. 

McLeod (2018) 
Educational psychology 

review 

Identified that student motivation and engagement improve through interactive teaching 

strategies. 

Gupta & Sharma 

(2015) 

Survey research on 

commerce teachers 

Found that case studies and project-based learning improve understanding of commerce 

concepts. 

Kaur (2017) 
Descriptive research 
with teacher trainees 

Identified that pupil teachers benefit from micro-teaching and demonstration lessons in 
commerce pedagogy. 

Singh (2016) Experimental study 
Demonstrated that activity-based learning improves comprehension of accounting and 

business studies topics. 

Patel (2018) Mixed-method study Found that ICT tools enhance teaching effectiveness in commerce classrooms. 

Rani (2019) Survey study 
Reported that teacher trainees prefer interactive teaching methods over traditional lecture 

methods. 

Kumar & Verma 

(2020) 
Descriptive study 

Found that collaborative learning promotes deeper understanding of business concepts 

among students. 

Joshi (2021) Qualitative research 
Highlighted the role of reflective teaching practices in improving pupil teachers’ 

instructional skills. 

Mehta & Shah Experimental design Demonstrated that simulation-based teaching enhances financial decision-making skills 
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(2017) among students. 

Rao (2015) Case study 
Found that real-life business case discussions improve analytical thinking in commerce 

education. 

Bhattacharya (2018) Survey research 
Revealed that teacher preparation programs need stronger emphasis on pedagogical training 

in commerce education. 

OECD (2019) 
International 

comparative study 

Highlighted that teacher quality and pedagogical competence strongly influence student 

learning outcomes. 

UNESCO (2020) Policy review 
Emphasized integrating digital pedagogy and innovative teaching approaches in teacher 

education programs. 

NEP (2020) 
Policy framework 

analysis 

Recommended competency-based teacher preparation and experiential learning approaches 

in higher education. 

Pandey & Mishra 
(2022) 

Mixed-method research Found that blended learning strategies improve engagement in commerce education. 

Das & Sen (2023) Survey research 
Reported that problem-solving and project-based learning enhance critical thinking in 

commerce students. 

 

Thematic Analysis 

1. Conceptual Understanding and Subject-Specific 

Pedagogy in Commerce 

Effective commerce teaching requires teachers to possess both 

strong conceptual knowledge and the ability to communicate 

that knowledge through appropriate pedagogical strategies. 

Commerce subjects such as accounting, business studies, and 

economics involve analytical reasoning, interpretation of 

financial information, and understanding of real-world 

economic systems. Therefore, teachers must adopt teaching 

approaches that simplify complex concepts while maintaining 

conceptual accuracy. 

Indian scholars such as Aggarwal (2014) and Mangal and 

Mangal (2016) emphasize that effective subject teaching 

depends on the teacher’s ability to relate theoretical concepts to 

practical situations. In commerce education, this includes 

explaining financial transactions, business operations, and 

market mechanisms through examples drawn from everyday 

economic activities. Teacher education programs play an 

important role in preparing pupil teachers to develop subject-

specific teaching skills so that they can make commerce 

learning meaningful and relevant to students. 

 

2. Student-Centred Pedagogical Practices  

Contemporary teaching practices emphasize the importance of 

student-centered pedagogy, where learners actively participate 

in the learning process. In commerce education, student-

centered approaches help students develop analytical thinking, 

problem-solving abilities, and decision-making skills. Instead of 

relying solely on traditional lecture methods, teachers can use 

collaborative learning, discussions, and inquiry-based activities 

to enhance student engagement. 

According to Kochhar (2012) and Singh (2015), student-

centered teaching methods encourage learners to analyze 

business problems, interpret financial data, and engage in 

meaningful classroom interactions. These approaches also 

foster independent thinking and allow students to construct 

knowledge through exploration and dialogue. For pupil 

teachers, training in student-centred strategies is essential to 

create interactive classrooms where learners actively engage 

with commerce concepts. 

 

 

 

3. Experiential and Practical Approaches in Commerce 

Teaching 

Commerce is inherently linked with practical business activities 

and real-life economic processes. Therefore, experiential 

learning approaches are highly effective in teaching commerce 

subjects. Experiential learning allows students to understand 

business concepts through practical experiences such as 

simulations, case studies, role-playing activities, and field 

visits. 

Researchers like Chauhan (2010) and Bhatnagar (2018) 

highlight that experiential learning helps students connect 

theoretical knowledge with real-world applications. For 

example, business simulations or mock market activities allow 

students to understand concepts such as supply and demand, 

entrepreneurship, and financial decision-making. Teacher 

education institutions should therefore train pupil teachers to 

design practical learning activities that make commerce 

education more engaging and meaningful for students. 

 

4. Use of Technology and Digital Resources in Commerce 

Education 

The integration of digital technologies has become an essential 

component of modern teaching practices. In commerce 

education, digital tools can enhance the presentation of complex 

financial data, economic trends, and business processes. 

Multimedia presentations, online financial platforms, and 

virtual simulations provide students with opportunities to 

explore real-world economic scenarios. 

Indian scholars such as Saxena (2017) and Kumar (2021) 

emphasize that technology-supported teaching improves 

students’ engagement and understanding of commerce 

concepts. Digital resources allow teachers to present updated 

market information, global economic trends, and interactive 

business models. Preparing pupil teachers to effectively use 

ICT in commerce teaching ensures that they are able to adopt 

innovative instructional strategies that align with the demands 

of the digital age. 

 

5. Reflective Practice and Professional Preparation of Pupil 

Teachers 

The professional development of pupil teachers is a critical 

component of effective teacher education. Reflective practice 

enables teacher trainees to critically evaluate their teaching 
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strategies and continuously improve their instructional methods. 

Through reflective activities such as micro-teaching, peer 

feedback, and teaching practice sessions, pupil teachers gain 

valuable insights into classroom dynamics and student learning 

processes. 

Studies by Pandya (2019) and Bansal (2020) suggest that 

reflective teaching practices help pupil teachers develop  

 

confidence, adaptability, and professional competence. 

Reflective practice also encourages teachers to analyze the 

effectiveness of different pedagogical approaches and make 

necessary adjustments to improve student learning outcomes. 

Teacher education programs that emphasize reflective learning 

and continuous professional development play a vital role in 

preparing competent commerce teachers. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The present review highlights the significance of pedagogical 

approaches in preparing pupil teachers for effective commerce 

teaching. Commerce as a subject requires a combination of 

conceptual clarity, analytical thinking, and practical application. 

Therefore, teachers must adopt teaching strategies that go 

beyond traditional lecture methods and encourage active 

student participation. The literature reviewed in this study 

indicates that effective commerce teaching is closely associated 

with subject-specific pedagogical knowledge, student-centered 

learning environments, experiential and activity-based learning 

approaches, and the meaningful integration of digital 

technologies. 

Thematic analysis of the literature suggests that teacher 

education programs play a vital role in equipping pupil teachers 

with the pedagogical competencies required for modern 

classrooms. Approaches such as case-based teaching, 

simulations, project work, and collaborative learning enable 

students to relate theoretical knowledge to real-life economic 

and business contexts. Similarly, the use of ICT and digital 

learning tools enhances the presentation of complex financial 

and economic concepts, making learning more engaging and 

accessible. 

Another key aspect highlighted in the literature is the 

importance of reflective practice in teacher preparation.  

 

 

Reflective activities such as micro-teaching, peer observation, 

and teaching internships allow pupil teachers to critically 

evaluate their instructional practices and continuously improve 

their teaching strategies. Such professional development 

practices contribute to the development of confident and 

competent teachers capable of addressing diverse learning 

needs in the classroom. 

In conclusion, the preparation of pupil teachers in commerce 

education should focus on integrating innovative pedagogical 

strategies, technological tools, and practical teaching 

experiences. Teacher education institutions must therefore 

design training programs that emphasize both theoretical 

understanding and practical application of pedagogy. By 

adopting these approaches, future commerce teachers can create 

dynamic and learner-centered classrooms that foster critical 

thinking, financial awareness, and meaningful learning among 

students. 
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