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Abstract

The idea of Diaspora and migration has become a big issue in Indian English literature in
general and in the process of globalisation, colonial history and transnational movements.
Literary texts have been altered by the experiences of migration, in which identity, alienation,
displacement, nostalgia and cultural hybridity come to the fore. The psychological and social
aspects of migrant communities have been reflected by Indian writers in English. This paper
explores the struggle and negotiation of people living outside of their homeland as illustrated
in the works of diaspora literature. Selected works of Indian English Writers like Jhumpa
Lahiri, Salman Rushdie, Kiran Desai, Bharati Mukherjee are discussed in terms of ideas of
identity crisis, displacement and cultural hybridity. The research draws on postcolonial and
diaspora theories to explore how the concept of home, identity and belonging has evolved in
migrant experiences. The paper contends that diaspora literature opens up a space that is
characterised by multiple identities and where cultural hybridity becomes a condition of
modernity.
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INTRODUCTION

Indian Writing in English has emerged as one of the most
significant literary traditions in contemporary literature. Indian
writers have been utilising English as a medium to capture
social reality and cultural complexities since the colonial era up
to the globalisation era. Diaspora and migration have a
significant place in the Indian English literature among the
many themes that are explored. The word "diaspora" is derived
from the Greek word that means "dispersion" or "scattering. It
was used to mean forced migration from one's homeland, and
in modern literary studies has grown to encompass voluntary
migration, transnational mobility and the experiences of
immigrants who live outside of their own countries. Migration
is one of the characteristics of the modern world. Large-scale
migration has been brought about by political conditions,
economic  opportunities, education, employment and
globalisation.

Migration introduces a complex social and psychological
situation that affects human experiences. Migrants may feel
detached from their country of origin and not feel at home in
their new country. These experiences and feelings are reflected
in the Indian diaspora literature. It is a reflection on memory,
nostalgia, alienation and identity formation.

Diasporic people tend to inhabit two worlds, and have multiple
identities. They experience a disruption of concepts of nation
and culture. These themes have been well depicted by the
Indian English writers. Their literary works depict the conflicts
between traditional values and modern lifestyles, between
homeland and host nation, and between cultural preservation
and assimilation.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Diaspora has been a topic of focus for literary scholars and
theorists in the last several decades. The field of diaspora
studies came as a crucial aspect of postcolonial studies and
cultural studies.

William Safran has defined diaspora communities as those that
have collective memory and emotional ties to the homeland. He
said that diasporic communities, in particular, have myths of
return, and they retain cultural links with the homeland.
According to Stuart Hall, identity is not a fixed state, but rather
is constantly in flux. Historical and cultural processes create
identity. Hall considers identity as something that is not
necessarily “finished” but a process of “becoming.”

Homi K. Bhabha provides an introduction to hybridity with a
focus on cultural interaction and the formation of a "Third
Space. Bhabha argues that migrants negotiate identities in the
process of cultural exchanges.

Edward Said talks of displacement and exile as important
phenomena in postcolonial societies. Exile produces feelings of
loss and distance as well as potentially giving perspectives on
culture and identity.

Studies of Indian English literature have pointed out that the
writings of the diaspora go beyond the politics of nationalism to
transnational identities. Migration today is portrayed as a

transformation, a process, a change which is not only individual
but also collective.

Theoretical Framework

The study uses postcolonial theory, diaspora theory and
hybridity theory to discuss the issues of identity, displacement
and cultural hybridity in Indian English Literature. These
theories have offered an adequate context to make sense of
migrant experiences and the intricacies of diasporic living.
Postcolonial theory is concerned with the social, political and
cultural effects of colonialism. In postcolonial societies,
migration is sometimes tied to historical processes which were
started during the colonial era. Former colony residents often
go to their former colonial countries for educational, economic
and social prospects. Using the insights of postcolonial theory,
one can thus gain a better understanding of how colonial
history influences the experiences and cultural identities of
migrants.

Diaspora theory is about people who reside away from their
country of origin and the emotional, social and -cultural
experiences of people. Migrants have been known to keep ties
with their country of origin and also adjust to a new social
setting. The feelings of separation, longing and cultural conflict
are experienced by them who are situated between two worlds.
These struggles are echoed in the literature of the diaspora and
the migration experience is portrayed as an experience of
adjustment and identity negotiation. Within this theoretical
approach, the notions of displacement, nostalgia and identity
clash become key elements.

According to Homi K. Bhabha's theory of hybridity, mixed
cultural identities are created as a result of the interaction of
different cultures. Often migrants live in places where cultures
overlap and touch and influence. They do not have a
completely one-sided identity; rather they create hybrid
identities that are composed of several cultural elements.
Bhabha suggests that cultural hybridity presents a challenge to
notions of fixity and the production of new forms of cultural
expression. Such hybrid situations are commonplace in today's
societies, as a result of globalisation and transnational
connections.

Identicity Crisis in Diasporic Literature

The theme of identity is important in literature of the Indian
diaspora as migration tends to clash with cultural traditions and
social values. Migrants often have an unclear social and
cultural identity because they are located in between cultural
systems. They find it difficult to identify themselves, and they
are trying to cope with the demands of the past and the present
of the country in which they are living.

The Namesake is a Jhumpa Lahiri novel that follows the
journey of Gogol Ganguli, a second-generation immigrant, as
he struggles to find his place. Gogol has a problem with his
Indian heritage and the American expectations of culture. He is
confused about his name and cultural background because of
his deeper struggle with identity. He slowly becomes alienated
from his family and traditions because of his desire to become
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an American. But he comes to understand the value of his
cultural background and family history. Lahiri shows how
identity is fluid and constantly formed and transformed by
memory, relationships and cultural experiences. In a similar
vein, Bharati Mukherjee's Jasmine is an experience of
migration as a journey of change and self-discovery. These
identities relate to various phases of her personal and social
growth. Her multiple identities are reflective of the fluidity of
migrant experiences and her identity is changing with
circumstances and interaction.

Migration, diasporic literature would thus imply, frequently
challenges traditional identities and facilitates chance for
negotiation and reconstruction. Identity is not a given and
comes instead as a flux and flow determined by cultural
experiences and personal encounters.

Displacement and Alienation

One of the most important themes in Indian diaspora literature
is that of displacement, which may be physical and/or
emotional. Migration involves the departure from the familiar
environment, social relations, language, traditions and cultural
ways of life. Migrants are likely to live in contexts in which
multiple traditions, languages, and social practices intersect.
Through such interactions hybrid identities are formed, with
elements of both cultures integrated. The migrants feel
alienized as they may feel in-between two cultures without
belonging to either.

Alienation is experienced when migrants do not feel that they
belong in their new country and at the same time feel
unattached from their own culture. They might feel lonely and
socially isolated because of language barriers, customs and
cultural expectations. This emotional fight becomes a frequent
topic in the diaspora literature.

Displacement is the theme of The Inheritance of Loss, dealing
with migration and globalization. The novel depicts lonely,
culturally confused and emotionally unstable characters. When
the character Biju moves to America for better opportunities, he
finds out that there are problems with migration. He tries to
make a better life for himself but is exploited and still feels cut
off.

According to Kiran Desai, migration is not always a sure shot
of success and happiness. Economic opportunities can bring
material benefits, but can also bring psychological suffering
and a sense of isolation. The novel shows that migration is
often accompanied with emotional sacrifices and personal
struggles.

Second-generation immigrants, whose cultural heritage is also
incomplete due to their parents' displacement, are also
impacted. They often find it difficult to cope with the
differences between the cultural norms of their family and
those of the country in which they live.

In such situations, nostalgia is a significant emotion. Memories
of food, festivals, language and family traditions are common
among migrants, as they offer a connection with their
homeland. Nostalgia thus functions as a type of psychological
device for migrants to maintain continuity and cultural identity.

The concept of Cultural Hybridity in Indian Diasporic
Writing

Cultural hybridity is one of the key concepts in current diaspora
studies, as many migrants have been brought into contact with
many cultures. Through such interactions hybrid identities are
formed, with elements of both cultures integrated.

Hybridity is a way of questioning the notion of pure and
separate cultures. It proposes, however, that cultures do not
exist in isolation, but that they are continually interacting and
influencing each other and developing new expressions.
Migrants thus become actors in processes of cultural exchange
and transformation.

Midnight's Children is a book that is culturally hybrid in both
its themes and its methods of telling the story. Rushdie's use of
history, mythology, fantasy and realism in the novel combines
to form a distinctive literary style that mirrors the complexity of
postcolonial identity. His characters are of many cultural
influences and fractured identities.

Rushdie proposes that migration produces “migrants who live
in more than one cultural world at a time.” These people are not
easily categorised as they have multiple and complex identities.
In modern society, migrants are created with transnational
identities, which enable them to connect with many cultures
and places.

Diasporic individuals thus live hybrid lives, melding elements
of homeland and host culture together in their daily lives.

The idea of migration and the concept of home

Home is a dominant theme in diasporic writing, as it is
redefining notions of home, belonging, and community.
Traditionally, home is thought of in terms of a fixed
geographical space which corresponds to security and
emotional connection. Migrant situations however make this
definition difficult to apply since migrants often form multiple
attachments.

Diasporic literature has indicated that home cannot be reduced
to the mere physical. Home is not only a place for memories,
family and language but also for cultural experiences for
migrants. Not only is there a place of home, but a state of being
at home.

Several diaspora narratives here depict conflict between
homeland and host country. Cultural identity is closely tied to
native country, and first-generation immigrants are likely to
have strong emotional bonds with their country of origin.
Second generation immigrants, on the other hand, might feel
more attached to the country in which they've lived.

These differences often result in conflict between generations
in migrant families. The younger generation is interested in
adaptation to modern social contexts, while parents try to
maintain traditional cultural values.

The diasporic writers thus redefine the notion of home as not
necessarily being a geographical destination but, as something
flexible, changing and fluid.
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Internationalism and Today's Migratory Movements
Globalisation has had a profound impact on current migration
and literary  portrayal. Innovation in  technology,
communication and economic integration has changed
migration and people's interactions with each other.

What differentiates this migration from previous ones is that
migrants nowadays can keep constant contact with their
homeland via digital communication and transnational
networks. These developments have impacted the migrant
experience due to the lack of complete severance from one's
native society.

These new realities are increasingly witnessed in Indian
diaspora literature. Modern-day authors describe migrants as
people who inhabit several cultural realms. Migration is not just
a displacement from one location to another, but a process of
social, emotional and psychological change.

Migration impacts on a range of human issues such as
language, identity, family relations, and culture. The process of
globalization has thus continued to influence literature about
migrant experiences.

Gender in Diasporic Literature is a work that explores this
dynamic.

Gender plays an important role in diaspora literature as
migration is different based on gender related social and
cultural conditions. Men and women typically face different
issues when adapting to new environments, and they impact on
the identities and social relationships of men and women.
Women migrants are often subject to discrimination and
marginalisation on the basis of gender, race, class, culture and
ethnicity. They are therefore subject to a number of social
pressures at once; hence their experiences are more complex.
Traditional societies place a high value on the role of women,
who have traditionally been expected to uphold cultural values,
family traditions, and social norms. These expectations then
carry over in their life after migration, despite being in new
social environments. Therefore, the diasporic women often
have a conflict between traditional roles and new opportunities
that the host society provides. They are expected to uphold
family honour and practices and have to adjust to modern social
structures. This results in a clash of ideas and feelings about
one's personal freedom and cultural obligations.

Such experiences are frequently narrated in Indian diaspora
literature in the form of a female character who is trying to find
her identity in a different cultural context. Migration affords
women a chance to challenge traditional roles and pursue
independence as an individual. But, the journey to freedom is
not an easy one, as women still face social limitations and
cultural norms.

Migration in many diaspora female narratives is a way of self-
discovery and transformation. They can often redetermine
themselves and question the social constraints of traditional
systems by living in a new cultural environment. Their
migration from country to country often marks a shift from
dependence to self-realization and empowerment.

Jasmine is a significant instance of the image of the
transformed female in diaspora literature. Jasmine, the
protagonist, is a character that experiences multiple changes in
the course of her migration. She progressively creates various
identities as she socializes in various contexts, and as
conditions evolve, she reconstructs herself. The variations in
her name and identity reflect her ongoing struggle to find
independence and define herself.

In the same manner, in Indian diaspora literature, many of the
female characters defy the structures of patriarchy along with
accepted notions about gender roles. They are looking to
develop identities not as a result of what is expected by society.
They will try to make themselves independent and take control
of their lives through education, employment and personal
experience.

Gendered experiences in diaspora literature thus reveal that
migration is a geographical, social and psychological
transformation. These experiences help to understand the
process of identity formation in relation to power dynamics in
society. Diasporic women can often be seen as negotiating
between cultural tradition and modern opportunity, as they
create identities that are both theirs and their communities'.

In this way, the depiction of gender in Indian diaspora literature
reflects the intricate connection between migration, identity,
and social structures. In this it highlights that women migrants
are not merely passive objects of migration processes, but are
active people who change their identities and contest dominant
power arrangements.

CONCLUSION

Importance of diaspora and migration has come into the Indian
English literature as it is a reality of the present global society.
The migration process is an emotional, cultural and
psychological experience which is complex and which has an
impact on identity formation.

Indian diaspora writers depict people who exist in-between and
who have to deal with multiple identities. These literary works
feature themes of displacement, nostalgia, alienation and
hybridity.

The study shows that identity of diasporic literature is not a
permanent one but dynamic and is constantly changing.
Displacement poses emotional difficulties and new possibilities
for cultural exchange. Hybridity allows migrants to create
several identities that push beyond the traditional boundaries.
Lahiri, Rushdie, Mukherjee and Desai show that migration is
not just a change of space, it is also a process of personal
change. The idea of cultural identities is portrayed in their
writings as becoming more fluid and intertwined.

Diaspora literature is relevant in the contemporary world as
migration still influences the life of human beings around the
world. Indian English literature plays an important role in
comprehending these new realities and offers important
insights into identity, displacement and cultural hybridity.

311 © 2026 Dr. Yogesh Malshette, Sonali Malshette. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License (CC BY NC ND).https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Ind. Jr. of Mod. Res. and Rev PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL Volume 4 Issue 6 [Jun] Year 2026

REFERENCES
1. Bhabha HK. The location of culture. London: Routledge;
1994.

2. Desai K. The inheritance of loss. New Delhi: Penguin
Books; 2006.

3. Hall S. Cultural identity and diaspora. In: Rutherford J,
editor. Identity: community, culture, difference. London:
Lawrence and Wishart; 1990. p. 222-237.

4. Lahiri J. The namesake. Boston: Houghton Mifflin; 2003.

5. Lahiri J. Interpreter of maladies. Boston: Houghton
Miftlin; 1999.

6. Mukherjee B. Jasmine. New York: Grove Press; 1989.

7. Rushdie S. Imaginary homelands: essays and criticism
1981-1991. London: Granta Books; 1991.

8. Rushdie S. Midnight's children. London: Jonathan Cape;
1981.

9. Safran W. Diasporas in modern societies: myths of
homeland and return. Diaspora: A Journal of
Transnational Studies. 1991;1(1):83-99.

10. Said E. Reflections on exile and other essays. Cambridge
(MA): Harvard University Press; 2000.

Creative Commons License

This article is an open-access article distributed under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution—Non-commercial-No
Derivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0) License. This license
permits users to copy and redistribute the material in any medium or
format for non-commercial purposes only, provided that appropriate
credit is given to the original author(s) and the source. No modifications,
adaptations, or derivative works are permitted.

About the Author
Dr. Yogesh T. Malshette is an Assistant Professor at
Bharati Vidyapeeth Deemed to be University College of
Engineering, Pune. A distinguished academic with
multiple postgraduate qualifications and a Ph.D. in
English, he has published over 45 research papers, 22
book chapters, and 33 books. He serves as Editor-in-Chief
of PUNE RESEARCH and has received several prestigious
national awards.
Prof. Sonali Y. Malshette is an Assistant Professor at
Rajgad Dnyanpeeth Technical Campus Polytechnic, Pune.
She holds a Master’s degree in English Literature and a
B.Ed., and is pursuing a Ph.D. in English Literature. She
has published over 16 research papers and 22 books on
English and Communication Skills, with research interests
in American Literature and Indian Women’s Writing.

312 © 2026 Dr. Yogesh Malshette, Sonali Malshette. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License (CC BY NC ND).https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

